USS Constellation - Overnight Watch
About the Overnight Watch.      A navy vessel never sleeps! This was true aboard Constellation during the Civil War and it is still true, today. Then, Constellation was at war, and the need to stay alert throughout each night is clear to us even now. Today, even though we will not be concerned with Confederate raiders on the horizon or boarders alongside, the need remains to maintain a watchful presence throughout the night and to take some of the same precautions that all ships continue to take. Even when secured dockside, as Constellation is now at her berth alongside Pier 1, officers and crew remained attentive throughout each night to insure the ship's safety and security. Although most of the crew slept below decks, those crew assigned the overnight watch continued to perform important duties throughout the night.   Today, on board USS Constellation, the Overnight Watch is an integral part of the Overnight Program. It provides a unique opportunity for participants to learn about some of the shipboard procedures and routines carried out on a man-of-war, and, perhaps most importantly, it fosters responsibility and the concept that a few will serve throughout the night so that everyone else can sleep.
Constellation's overnight watch-standers receive some of the same opportunities and challenges that faced their Civil War era predecessors. Through each night, the Port and Starboard Overnight Watches ensure the safety and security of everyone on board, announce and mark the passage of time, and ensure the subsequent watch is ready to assume its duties on time and in an orderly manner.
School of the Overnight Watch. Upon completion of the day's programming, the Masster-at-Arms (MAA), with appropriate ceremony, will assume his post on the quarter deck and announce the setting of the Overnight Watch. Thus, will begin the School of the Overnight Watch. At that time, all assembled Watch Leaders will be instructed in the procedures that will be carried out by each watch shift throughout the night. Watch Leaders will determine who their reliefs are and where they are berthed. (Watch leaders will awaken their reliefs ten minutes prior to the end of each watch. Those who suspect that they will need more than ten minutes to report for their watch should request to be awakened earlier.) Watch leaders will be instructed in their responsibilities and provided with aids to help them both carry out their duties and to work with their own Watch Crews.
Overnight Watch Bill. Each Overnight Watch Bill lists the names those who will stand in each watch.   To streamline the on board process, it is very helpful for the Watch Bill to be completed prior to the overnight event.   Specifically, the Overnight Watch Bill identifies by name each Watch Leader and each Watch Crew member. No one will stand more than one watch shift. In the event that not enough adults are available to fill the watch bill, Ship's Crew .will take over and continue the watches until reveille.
Overnight Watch Log. Watch Leaders will ensure that the Watch Crew makes the required and appropriate entries in the Overnight Watch Log.   Entries will address:
(a) Bilge Level * (b) Ship's Position * (c) Temperature * (d) Barometer *
(e) Any unusual (or interesting) observations
(f) Time the relief watch was awakened
(g) Statement that the relief watch reported for duty in a timely, well-ordered, and dutiful manner
* When equipment is available
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Note the Passage of Time. Watch Leaders will insure that the passage of time is announced throughout the ship by the timely ringing of the ship's bell. Located on the spar deck just forward of the main hatch, the ship's bell announces the passage of each half-hour of the day. Watch Leaders will insure that the appropriate and timely ringing of the ship's bell occurs throughout the night.
Procedure: The senior crew member will demonstrate the proper way in which the bell is rung. The number of "rings" for each half hour differs and individual rings are grouped in pairs and singly, depending upon the exact time. Generally, the top of each hour receives an even number of rings, while the bottom of each hour receives an odd number of rings.   The appropriate number and arrangement of rings for each half-hour is noted below and on the Overnight Watch Bill (by asterisks)
Watch Requirements. During the evening you are on board, certain adult members of your group, selected for their leadership ability and profound level of common sense, will be assigned to supervise the nightly watch shifts. Along with these Watch Leaders, the younger members of the overnight crew, the Powder Monkeys, may "volunteer" to help keep a watchful eye on the ship and shore to help insure that throughout the night all remains well. The watch requirements are listed below.
1. Throughout the night, at least one adult will remain awake and attentively "walk the ship." Toward that end, each overnight group coordinator will prepare a "Overnight Watch Bill." Watch Bills will be prepared completely before the event and they will be submitted to the Master at Arms or Quarter Gunner upon arrival at the ship along with medical documents and release forms.
2. Each Overnight Watch Bill will: (a) establish the time and duration of each watch shift beginning at 10:00 PM and ending at 7:00 AM; (b) identify by name the Watch Leader (adult) for each watch; (c) identify by name any and all additional Watch Crew.
3. Although watch shifts may be as short as 20 minutes or as long as 60 minutes, each watch shift will be identified in the Overnight Watch Bill, and each shift will have one adult Watch Leader assigned to it.
4. Each Watch Leader will remain "on post" until properly relieved by the next, scheduled Watch Leader. Each Watch Leader is responsible for waking up his/her replacement and for remaining "on post" until that replacement appears, wide-awake and ready to assume the watch.
5. Watch Leaders will report to the MAA at each occasion listed below:
a. At 12:00 AM; 2:00 AM; 4:00 AM
b. Under any circumstances that seem unusual or might possibly warrant concern
c. If in doubt about any circumstances that occur during a watch shift.
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